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My Dear Aspirants,

Greetings to all of you! “What we think we become” said Gautama Buddha. We all have dreams. To turn

dreams into reality it takes a lot of determination, dedication, self discipline and hard work.

We at VETRII IAS Study Circle are committed to provide the right guidance, quality coaching and help

every aspirant to achieve his or her life’s cherished goal of becoming a civil servant.

The class room coaching at VETRII IAS Study Circle is meticulously planned to equip the aspirants with
all the relevant facts and fundamentals of the subjects. Further the VETRII IAS Study Circle Study
material aim to support the candidate by providing the most relevant study material in a

comprehensive manner.

Wishing You All The Very Best !!

M. SHUNMUGAM
DIRECTOR
Vetrii IAS Study Circle.
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IMPORTANT DAYS

APRIL 2 : WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS

¥% The World autism Awareness Day is observed every year on 2 April across the world to

raise awareness about autism and problems faced by people suffering from it.
¥ 7KH WKHPH IRU \HDU L ¥m$ @ikl SBIfUN2teBrHiNe iR

APRIL 4:MINE AWARENESS
¥ April 4: International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action
% Theme : The theme of thisyear ZDVIHHGY GULYHQ 3HRSOH &HQWUHGHU

APRIL 5:NATIONAL MARITIME
¥ 54th National Maritime Day was observed on April 5th.
¥ Themeis: "&RQQHFWLQJ ,QGLD WKHKIURXJK 6KLSSLQJ

APRIL 6 : SPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE (IDSDP )
% International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP) 2Apr 6, 2017

% 6 April was declared as the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP)
by the UN General Assembly.

% On this occasion, the United Nations Office on Sport for Development and Peace
(UNOSDP) launches the digital campaign #We Play Together to encourage organizations

and individuals.

APRIL 7:WORLD HEALTH DAY
Y% TKHPH ""HSUHVVLRQ OHW-V WDONQU

APRIL 10: WORLD HOMEOPATHY DAY
¥ World Homoeopathy Day is being observed on 10 April 2017.

% It commemorates the 262nd birth anniversary of the founder of Homoeopathy, Dr.

Christian Friedric h Samuel Hahnemann, a German physician.

APRIL 14: WATER DAY

% India will observe the birth anniversary of B R Ambedkar on April 14as ":DWHU 'tB\pu
sensitize people on managing the precious natural resource.

¥ Apart from being instrumental in framing the  Constitution, Ambedkar was also
responsible for an all-India policy on managing water resources.
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APRIL 21:CIVIL SERVICES DAY

¥ The Civil Services Day is organized on 21st April every year,

¥ This day coincides with the date on which SardarVallabhbhai P atel had addressed the
first batch of probationers at the All India Administrative Service Training School at
Metcalfe House, New Delhi in 1947.

APRIL 22:EARTH DAY

¥ Earth Day 2017 will be observed on 22 April across the globe.
¥ The first Earth Day was held in 1970.

% 7TKH WKHPH IRU LV "(QYLURQPHQWDO &OLPDWH /LWHUDF\u

APRIL 23:WORLD BOOK AND COPYRIGHT DAY

% The World Book and Copyright Day is celebrated every23rd of April , By celebrating this
Day, UNESCO seeks to promote reading, publishing and the protection of copyright.

APRIL 23:ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAY

% English Language Day at the UN is celebrated on 23 April , the date traditionally observed
as both the birthday and date of death of William Shakespeare .

APRIL 25:WORLD MALARIA DAY IS OBSERVED GLOBALLY

¥%2 7KLV \HDU:V JOREDO WKHPH IRBnd Naladi&foo@odD ULD 'D\ LV |

APRIL 24:NATIONAL PANCHAYATI RAJ DIWAS

¥ National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day in India celebrated by Ministry of
Panchayati Raj on24 April annually.
% Then Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh inaugurated the first National Panchayati
Raj Day in 2010.
NOTE;

% The PanchayatRaj system was first adopted by the state of Rajasthan in Nagaur district
on 2nd Oct 1959.
¥% The second state wasAndhra Pradesh .

APRIL 26:WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DAY

¥ World Intellectual Property Day is observed internationally on every 26 April.
¥ The observance of WIPD is organised by World Intellectual Property Organization

(WIPO).
9600124042/ 9840097666 Page?
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% The aim is to learn about the role that intellectual property rights (patents, trademarks,

industrial designs, copyright) play in encouraging innovation and creativity.

% The theme of this year's World Intellectual Property Day is 'Innovation - Improving lives'.

APRIL 28 : WORLD DAY FOR S AFETY AND HEALTH AT WORK

¥ The World Day for Safety and Health at work was observed across the world on 28 April

¥% The theme of 2017 is "Optimize the collection and use ofOSH G D Wz¢upational Safety

and Health)

APRIL 24 230 :WORLD IMMUNIZATION WEEK 2 017

% World Immunization week 2017 is being observed from the 24th to the 30th of April 2017.

% The observation of the week aims to raise awareness about the critical importance of full
immunization throughout life and its role in achieving the 2030Sustainable Development
Goals.

¥ 7TKH WKHPH IRU Weadinés WokkUi LV ~

APRIL -29: DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ALL VICTIMS OF CHEMICAL WARFARE

¥ The Day of remembrance of all victims of chemical Warfare was observed on April 29 by
the United Nations (UN).

¥ This commemoration will provide an opportunity to pay tribute to the victims of chemical
warfare, as well as to reaffirm the commitment of the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to the elimination of the threat of chemical weapons, thereby

promoting the goals of peace, security, and multilateralism

Events :

PADAYANI DANCE

¥ Padayani festival was recently celebrated in Kerala.
About the festival:

¥ Padayani is atraditional folk dance and a ritual art from the central portion of the Indian
state of Kerala.

¥ A ceremonial danceinvolving masks , it is anancient ritual performed in Bhagavati
temples.
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¥ The dance is performed in honor of Bhadrakaali .

¥, Padayani is regarded asa remnant of the Dravidian forms of worship that existed before
the advent of Br ahmanism.

BRICS FILM FESTIVAL HOSTED BY CHINA IN JUNE

Y TKH %5,&6 )LOP )HVWLYDO ZLOO EH KHOG LQ &KHQJGX V

Province from June 23 to 27.

¥ The first BRICS Film Festival was held in New Delhi , India, last September.

INDIA TO HOST 18TH WORLD ROAD MEETING

¥% India is set to host the 18th World Road Meeting (WRM 2017) on November 13, the
International Road Federation (IRF).

¥ The WRM, the biggest global platform for road engineers, safety and transport experts and
companies engaged in road safety products, will be attended by over 4,000 delegates from
across the world.

% The theme of this year's edition is 'Safe Roads and Smart Mobility: The Engines of
Economic Growth'.

THE PATHS WE WALK

¥%2 $ 'RFEXPHQWDU\ 3KRWR H[RePhthWe@ValiOLO DBIG LQDXJIXUDWHG LQ 1

Delhi.

¥ The exhibition has been organized by the National Trust under Ministry of Social Justice

and Empowerment in collaboration with Society for Child Development

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGRICULTURE FOR KHARIF CAMPAIGN -2017

% The National Conference on Agriculture for Kharif Campaign 22017 is being organised on
25h and 26" April, 2017 at New Delhi. The Conference was inaugurated by Radha Mohan

6LQJK 8QLRQ OLQLVWHU RI $JULFXOWXUH DQG )DUPHUV-

¥ The United Nations w ill issue special stamps commemorating the International Yoga
Day on June 21 this year.  5HOHDVLQ@®@unétRip® Special Event sheet to
FRPPHPRUDWH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 'D\ Rl <RJD

¥ PM to inaugurate Textiles India 2017 on June 30

¥ Prime Minister Narendra Modi w ill inaugurate Textiles India, a mega event showcasing
the country as a global sourcing hub in Gandhinagar onJune 30.

9600124042/ 9840097666 Page4
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¥ It will provide a platform to connect and collaborate with global manufacturers, investors
and buyers in the textiles sector.

% Chinese Language Day is annually celebrated in April 20.

% &KDXGKDU\ %LUHQGHU 6LQJK 8QLRQ OLQLVWHU RI 6WHHO LQD:
H WKH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO ([KLELWLRQ &RQIHUHQFH DW OXPED
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

INDI A BECOMES ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY

¥% India has joined the International Energy
Agency as an associate member, a
development that the IEA said makes the
prestigious Paris-based body more relevant
DQG UHIOHFWYVY WKH FReXagwetJ\-V PRYH
stage of the global energy dialogue.

International Energy Agency (IEA)

Located in Paris
Autonomous intergovernmental organization
Established in 1974in the wake of the 1973o0il crisis
The IEA was initially dedicated to responding to physical disruptions in the supply of oil,
aswell asserving as an information source on statistics about the international oil market
and other energy sectors.
9 The IEA acts as apolicy adviser to its member states, but also works with non-member
countries, especially China, India, and Russia
9 India hasbecomean associate member of IEA
9 The $JH Q Frhandate has broadened to focus on the = (V gf effectual energy policy:
0 energy security,
0 economic development, and
0 environmental protection
% The IEA hasabroad role in promoting alternate energy sources (including renewable energy),
rational energy policies, and multinational energy technology co-operation

© © ©O© O

MODI, HASINA FLAG OFF TRIAL RUN OF INDIA -BANGLADESH PASSENGER
TRAIN

¥ The trial run of passenger train service between Bangladesh's Khulna city and West
Bengal capital Kolkata began with the arrival of a train at Petrapole along the India-

Bangladesh border.

% Named Maitree Express-2, it is the second passenger train between India and Bangladesh.

ISRAEL SIGNS USD 2 BILLION MISSILE DEAL WITH INDIA

¥ lsrael has signed aUSD 2 billion contract with India to supply it with missile defence
systems, This contract is for supplying advanced medium -range surface-to-air missile
systems (MRSAM ) to India. After Russia and the United St ates, Israelis the largest
source of key defense equipment for India as well as in other areas, such as agriculture and
water management.
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INDIA & AUSTRALIA SIGNED 6 AGREEMENTS

% India and Australia signed 6 agreements to boost the bilateral cooperation between the two
nations on 10th April 2017

¥% The signed agreements include cooperation in combating international terrorism and
trans-national organised crime

¥% These agreements were signed during Australian Prime Minister ODOFROP 7XUQEXOO-V
four -day visit to | ndia from 9th April to 12th April 2017

The six agreements are below 2

% MoU on cooperation in combatting international terrorism and trans  -national organised
crime.

¥ MoU to promote and develop cooperation in civil aviation security.
¥ MoU on cooperation in th e fields of environment, climate and wildlife.
% MoU on cooperation in sports.

¥ MoU on cooperation in the field of health and medicines.

INDIA AND MALAYSIA SIGNED 7 AGREEMENTS

¥ Agreements between India and Malaysia:

% Air Service Agreement between India and M alaysia

% Proposed development of a urea and ammonia manufacturing plant in Malaysia.
% Cooperation in the field of sports through the exchange of sportspersons, etc.

% And other related field of Human Resource Fund, Educational, Palm Oil, fourth
generation tech nology park at AP.

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALLY LAUNCHES BS -IV GRADE FUEL ACROSS INDIA
AFTER BS-IIl BAN

% Following the Supreme Court's ruling to ban the sale of BS-IIl compliant vehicles in the
country, the Government of India has now launched Bharat stage (BS) -IV grade fuel
across the nation.

Aim of Bharat stage (BS) -1V

¥ It sets target of ushering in BS-VI fuel by April 2020 by skipping BS-V fuel.

% All state-run oil marketing companies will provide BS -IV-compliant fuel at their 53,500
retail fuel stations across the country.

BS-IV fuels

¥ BSIV fuels contain far less sulphur than BS-Ill fuel. Sulphur in fuel makes it dirtier and
lowers the efficiency of catalytic converters, which control emissions.
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% The BSIV complaint vehicles release less pollutants Carbon Mono-oxide (CO),
Hydrocarbon (HC), Oxides of Nitrogen (NOXx), Sulphur (SOx) and particulate matter (PM)
compared to BS Ill complaint vehicles.

INDIAN GOVERNMENT SETS UP 'NATIONAL BOARD FOR ELECTRIC
MOBILITY" IN A BID TO PROMOTE ELECTRIC MOBILITY

¥ More than six years after it was approved by the UPA government, the Centre has
constituted 'National Board for Electric Mobility ' (NBEM) to promote electric mobility
and manufacturing of electric (& hybrid) vehicles and their components

About NBEM :-
¥% The NBEM, to be chaired by the Secretary of Department of Heavy Industry.

FUNCTIONS OF NBEM :-

% The NBEM will coordinate and resolve difference of opinion, if any, among various
ministries. It will examine, recommend, monitor and review electric mobility related
R&D pro jects and pilot projects and also evaluate and propose business models for
popularising electric mobility.

% It will formulate strategies and give directions to the various ministries and other
stakeholders for implementing the decisions of the National Coun cil for Electric Mobility.

HALDIA PORT CLEANEST IN INDIA

¥ The Haldia port of West Bengal has declared as the cleanest in a country by the Ministry.
¥ Itis the first-ever ranking of all major Indian ports on sanitation parameters.

¥ Vizagapattinam port came second in this ranking.

CISCO LAUNCHES 5TH GLOBAL CYBER RANGE LAB IN GURUGRAM

¥ US-based tech giantCisco has launched itsfifth global cyber range lab here with an aim to
train Indian firms and government agencies on real -world cyber attacks in Gurugra m.
% The facility was inaugurated by National Cyber Security Coordinator Gulshan Rai .

% Cisco hasfour other such labs in Australia .

67 1,1',$ ,1'21(6,$ (1(5*< )2580- +(/' ,1 -$.$57%

% India and Indonesia have agreed to explore cooperation in areas like oil, coal, electricity

and energy efficiency, This first 'India Indonesia Energy Forum' held in Jakarta.
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&28175<-6 ),567 9,67%$'20( &2%&+ ,1$8*85%7(' ,1 9,6%$.+$3%$71%$0

¥% 8QLRQ 5DLOZD\ PLQLVWHU 6XUHVK %DEKX OWUsta@dnielddachWKH FRXQ
services on Visakhapatnam -Araku route.

% Features of the coaches include glass roof, LED lights, revolving seats and GP$ased info
system.

PRIME MINISTER INAUGURATES INTERNATIONAL BASAVA CONVENTION

% Prime Minister Narendra Modi has unveiled translated volumes of Vachana in 23Indian
languages on the occasion of Basava Jayanti.

¥ This is the first ever celebration of Basava Jayantiat the national level in New Delhi.

¥ The translated volumes of Vachana was commissioned by the Basava Samithi at a cost of
2.5 crore rupees of which the Karnataka government has contributed 1 crore rupees.

% The celebrations also coincide with golden jubilee of Basava Samiti that was set up by

former Vice President B D Jatti 1964 to spread in Basavannas message.

KIA MOTORS PLANS TO INVEST  IN INDIA

¥ 6RXWK .RUHD:V +\XQGDL VXEVLGLDU\ .LD ORWRUV KDV VLIQHG D(

govt to set up its first car manufacturing plant in Anantanagar.

INDIAN CULTURAL CENTER IN EGYPT HOLDS SEMINAR TO DEEPEN TIES

¥% Indian cultural center in Egypt, sewving as India's window to reach out to Egyptians, has
organized a seminar aimed at maintaining and strengthening bilateral relations.

% The function is organized by the Maulana Azad Centre for Indian Culture ( MACIC ).

¥ The seminartitled as 'Cultural Festivals - Bridge between India and Egypt'.

¥ It was a part of MACIC's monthly seminar series involving youth, academicians, culture

lovers, civil society to discuss the issue of bilateral interest.

KAZAKHSTAN OPENS CONSULATE IN CHENNAI

¥ Kazakhstan has opened its honorary consulate in Chennai. The consulate will cover the
states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala.

¥ It will be headed by well -known businessman Suraj Shantakumar .

% This year marks the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
India and Kazakhstan.

% Chennai is a major industrial center of India, and is considered the automotive capital of

the country.
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FIRST-EVER ATHLETICS MEET FOR TRANSGENDER PERSONS IN INDIA

¥ The first ever Athletics meet for Transgender persons organized by t he Kerala
JRYHUQPHQW DW 7TéantrédllZadiuthX P -V

Y% The first-of-its-kind tournament saw them taking part in popular track and field events
such as sprint, relay race, shot put and long jump.

BELGIUM OPENS HONORARY CONSULATE IN GIFT CITY

¥% Belgium has bemme the first country to open an honorary consulate office in Gujarat

International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City).

Y% Besides the Belgian Embassy in New Delhi, two ConsulatesGeneral in Mumbai and
Chennai, and an honorary consulate in Kolkata, Belgium has expanded its diplomatic

representation in India with this new office in Gandhinagar.

% Hari Sankaran was nominated as Honorary Consul of the Kingdom of Belgium to the state

of Gujarat.

,1',$-6 ),567 6($ 523(:$< 72 /,1. 080%$, $1' (/(3+$17$ ,6/$1"

¥ India's first and longest ropeway will connect Mumbai with the Elephanta Island in the

Arabian Sea.
¥ The proposed 8km long ropeway will be constructed by the Mumbai Port Trust.

% The proposed ropeway will start from Sewri in Mumbai's east coast and end at Raigad

district's Elephanta Island.

Note;

Elephanta Island is globally renowned for Elephanta Caves, which is a Unesco World Heritage

site.

Known locally as Gharapuri Caves, the small 16 sg. km island has several archaeological

remains pointing to its rich cultural herit age, including the famous temples carved out of rocks.

FIRST DIGITAL VILLAGE IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH

% Nirjuli village - 1 in Papum Pare district was declared as thefirst digital village of

Arunchal Pradesh.

¥ Digital village aims at cashlesstranscations evenin sabji mandis to make payment through

mobile.

¥ The state government also promised to promote V set linked customer service point (CSP)

for digitalisation.
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AIIMS - INDIA'S FIRST HOSPITAL FOR EYE TUMOURS

% The All India Institute of Medical Sciences ( AlIMS) is India's First public hospital to

start plaque brachytherapy facility for the treatment of eye tumours.

MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER NAJIB RAZAK VISITS INDIA

¥ Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak on a six day visit to India was given the ceremonial
reception at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi by India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

¥ Narendra Modi visited Malaysia in November 2015.

UNDER NEW REGIME, FOREIGN TOURISTS WITH E  -VISA CAN STAY UP TO 2
MONTHS

¥ Foreign tourists visiting India on e-visa can now stay up totwo months, instead of
the earlier one month, and enjoy double-entry benefits while those coming
for treatment can avalil triple -entry facility .

About e -visa

¥ e-visa has been subdivided into three categories 3 e-tourist visa, e -business visa and
e-medical visa.

¥ A new categories of visa 2 Film (F) visa has also been introduced with maximum
duration of one-year with multiple entry facility.

% Intern (I) Visa , has been rolled out for foreigners intending to pursue internship in India.

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF AYURVEDA ESTABLISHED AT NEW DELHI

% All India Institute of Ayurveda (AllA), Sarita Vihar, New D elhi has been established as an

Autonomous Body under the aegis of Ministry of AYUSH at a cost of Rs. 157 crore.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA INAUGU RATES FIRST NIMCARE WORLD HEALTH DAY
SUMMIT 2017
¥ The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the first NIMCARE World
Health Day Summit 2017 in New Delhi.

¥% 7KH VORJDQ RI WKH ILUVW 1,0&%$5( :RUOG +HDOWK 'D\ 6 XPPLW LV

¥ Note:As per the National Mental Health Survey 2015 -16 conducted by NIMHANS, 5.2% of
the Indian adult population suffers from depression in some form or the other.
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SBlI MERGED WITH ITS 4 ASSOCIATE BANKS AND THE BHARATIYA MAHILA
BANK - SO CREATE ONE OF THE T OP 50 BANKS IN THE WORLD

¥, SBI (State Bank of India) has merged its operations five its four associate banks - State
Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Travancore, State Bank of Patiala, State Bank of Mysore,
and State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur.
¥% It has also merged its operations with the Bharatiya Mahila Bank .
¥ With this merger, the bank will join the league of top 50 banks globally in terms of assets
¥ The merged behemoth will have an asset base of about Rs 37 lakh crore, 22,500 branches,
58,000ATMs, and 50 crore customers.
About SBI
¥ State Bank of India is an Indian multinational, public sector banking and financial services
company.

X Headquarters: Mumbai

x

Founded: 1 July 1955

x

Taglines : The Nation banks on us; Pure Banking Nothing Else; With you all the way.

X Chairman : Mrs. Arundhati Bhattacharya

CANARA BANK PARTNERS BSNL TO UPGRADE BANDWIDTH AT ALL
BRANCHES

¥ Canara Bank, a public sector bank, has embarked upon an ambitious project of upgrading
the bandwidth at all its branches to 2 Mbps in partnership with BSNL.

¥ GST: Tax evasion over Rs 5 crore a notbailable offence

¥ Tax evasion exceeding an amount of Rs 5 croreunder the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime will be a non-bailable offence with the police having the authority to arrest

persons without a warrant.

T79%5(( ,1',%$- '5,9( +(/' ,1 '+$5%06%/9%

% The "7% UHH , @anipBign to eradicate the disease from India by 2025was launched at
a national level summit was held in Dharamsala.

¥ The drive would spread awareness regarding TB, provide free drugs and moni tor the

patients,
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'POORNA' FILM ON YOUNGEST GIRL TO CLIMB EVEREST MADE TAX -FREE IN
MAHARASHTRA, BANGALORE, HYDERABAD

¥ After getting tax exemption from Telangana, Karnataka and Delhi, Rahul
% R V dire®torial venture Poorna got tax exemption from Maharashtra.

% The film is based on a true story of Poorna Malavath , the youngest girl to climb Mount
Everest. Featuring Aditi Inamdar, Rahul and Heeba Shah, Poorna hit the screens.

About Malavath Purna

¥% Poorna Malavath , is an Indian mountaineer from Nizamabad dis trict, Telangana. On 25
May 2014, Poorna scaled thehighest peak of Mount Everest and, aged 13 years and 11

months, became theyoungest girl to have reached the summit of Everest.

INDIAN FILM 'BANK CHOR' - WORLD'S FIRST FEATURE FILM TO RELEASE IN
16D

% 01 April 2017 Current Affairs GK: Riteish Deshmukh 's Comedy Thriller '‘Bank Chor" will
worldw ide release in 16Don June 16.
Highlights
¥ The film also stars Vivek Oberoi and Rhea Chakraborty. The actors feature asbank
robbers in the film.

Under UDAN Scheme , Govt Awards 128 Regional Routes to Air India, Air Deccan,
SpiceJet Among Others

¥ The civil aviation ministry awarded first -ever regional flights based on a new subsidy
model to five airlines that will expand flights to many new airports in the country.

% Air India, Air Deccan, SpiceJet, Air Odisha and Turbo Megha have got rights to fly 128
routes which will require them to cap half the s eats at about 50% of the fare.

¥ Many of these airports will be served for the first time. These include airports like Shimla,
Kandla, Puducherry, Bhatinda, Cooch Behar and Bilaspur among others.

¥ Aviation secretary R.N. Choubey said Rs. 205 crore of subsidy will be provided to these
airlines. Routes will be exclusive for three years.

About UDAN

x The Union Government has launched the regional air connectivity scheme UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam naagrik ) which seeks to get more people D fly in the smaller towns.

x  The scheme was launched by theUnion Civil Aviation Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju in
New Delhi . It will be rolled out by Janua ry, 2017 and will be in operation for a period of

10 years
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x The UDAN scheme seeks to provide connectivity to un-served and under-served airports
of the country through revival of exist ing air -strips and airports.

x  This first-of-its-kind scheme will ensure affordability, connectiv ity, growth and
development. It aims to increase ticketing volume from 80 million to 300 million by 2022.

x Under it regional connectivity will be developed on market -based mechanism under which
Airlin es will bid for seat subsidies Airline operators will bid for up to 40 subsidised seats

and minimum seats will be 9. There will be 50% seats on market based pricing.

CIVIL  AVIATION MINISTER OF INDIA : ASHOK  GAJAPATHI RAJU
(SINCE 26 MAY 2014)

¥% ,QGLD: -V ILUYV Wl re3edrehicénbaMdr Root, Mouth disease of cattle inaugurated in
Odisha;

% ,QGLD-V ILUVW QWHUQDWLRQ@DO UHVHDUFK FHQWUH IRU )RRW D
was inaugurated at Argul (Bhubaneswar), Odisha. The research centre has been
construcWHG LQ MRLQW FROODERUDWLRQ RI 81V )RRG DQG $JULFX
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAT). India is suffering a loss of Rs. 23,000
annually due to Foot and Mouth disease of cattle and buffalos.

19TH COMMONWEALTH FOREST RY CONFERENCE

¥ 19th commonwealth forestry conference held in Uttarakhand
¥% The 19th Commonwealth Forestry Conference was held at Forest Research Institute,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand. This is for the second time India hosted the conference after it was

hosted for first time in 1968.

SASEC FINANCE MINISTERS MEETING IN NEW DELHI

¥ It was attended by the seven Finance Ministers from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka and the Asian Development Bank as a supporting SASEC in
this endeavor. Myanmar has joined the SASEC program as its seventh member.

¥% SASEC vision- 'We ring Asia in 21st century' Three main pillars of synergy in transport,

trade facilitation and energy were discussed.
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¥% India's first woman International Olympic Committee member Nita Ambani has made it to
two important commissions of the global sports governing body, including the prestigious

Olympic channel.

¥ Besides the Olympic Channel, the 53year-old Ambani has also been made a member of
Olympic education Commission as IOC announced the composition of 26 commissions for
2017.
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¥% She is one of the 16 members of the Olympic Channel Commission headed by United States
Olympic Committee Chairman Lawrence Francis Probst.

% Shewill serve the world sport's apex body till the age of 70.

INDIA -UK JOINTLY MAKE LATEST JET ENGINE

¥ Indian and UK governments are jointly making the most powerful jet engine for fighter jets

of the future. It is a gas turbine engine is being developed by the collaboration between
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Turbine and Research Establishment.

FRANCE, INDIA INK PACT TO UPGRADE RAILWAYS

Y% Agreement for collaboration in areas such ashigh-speed and semi-high speed rail ,
modernisation of current operations and infrastructure, station renovation and operations,
suburban trains and safety systems, operations and security.

INDIA & CYPRUS SIGNED FOUR AGREEMENTS

% India and Cyprus signed four agreements duri ng delegation-level talks headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades.

Agreements signed between two countries:

¥ Co-operation in the field of Executive programme on Culture, Education and Scientific
Researchfor the year 2017 22020.

¥ Co-operation in the field of Agriculture for the period 2017-2018.
¥, Co-operation in the area of Merchant shipping .

¥ Co-operation in the area of boost air services between the two countries.

Some Special Events

¥% Ansastasiades confered &\ S U X Mghést civilian honour, the Grand Collar of the Order
of Makarios 11, on President Pranab Mukh

INDIA, ARMENIA SIGN 3 AGREEMENTS

% India and Armenia have signed three agreements after Vice PresidentHamid Ansari held
a bilateral meeting with Armenian Pr ime Minister Karen Karapetyan in Yerevan, Armenia.

% The Three agreements are ;

9 The two countries signed a memorandum of understanding ( MoU ) on peacefu uses
of outer space,

9 Another MoU on coop eration in youth matters
9 Program of cultural cooperation for the years 20172020.

¥ The two countries are celebrating the 25th anniversary of their diplomatic ties.
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INDIA AND SRI LANKA SIGN MOU ON ECONOMIC CO -OPERATION
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INDIA,

India's PM Narendra Modi and Sri Lankan PM Ranil Wickremesinghe
signed MoU (Memorandum of Understandi ng) on economic co-operation .

Main Aim behind MoU - Develope energy and infrastructure projects in Trincomalee .
Proposals of MoU :-

To promote Indian investment in development of port and oil tank farms in Trincomale
To set up aLNG power plant, piped gas supply in Sri Lankan capital Colombo .

To undertake highway and railway projects in north and east of Sri Lanka.

SOUTH KOREA SIGN AGREEMENT TO BUILD WARSHIPS

Y

Y
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India and South Korea inked a memorandum of understanding with India to cooperate in
shipbuilding for military use.

The memorandum was signed by both India's secretary of defence production, Ashok
Kumar Gupta, and South Korean Minister of Defense Acquisition Program
Administration Chang Myoung -jin in India "for Defence Industry Co -operation in
Shipbuilding,"

India has chosen stateowned Hindustan Shipyard Limited , or HSL, to cooperate with a
shipyard nominated by South Korea.

UNION CABINET APPROVED FOUR GST BILLS

3

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approve d the
following four GST related bills:

X The Central Goods and Services Tax Bill 2017 (The CGST BiIll)
X The Integrated Goods and Services Tax Bill 2017 (The IGST Bill)
X The Union Territory Goods and Services Tax Bill 2017 (The UTGST Bill)

X The Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to the States) Bill 2017 (The
Compensation Bill)

NOTE:

9

The CGST Bill makes provisions for levy and collection of tax on intra -state supply of
goods or services for both by the Central Government.

On the other hand, IGST Bill makes provisions for levy and collection of tax on inter -state
supply of goods or services or both by the Central Government.

The UTGST Bill makes provisions for levy on collection of tax on intra -UT supply of
goods and services in the Union Territories without legislature.

The Compensation Bill provides for compensation to the states for loss of revenue arising
on account of implementation of the goods and services tax
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CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH FOR FAIRWAY
DEVELOPMENT ON TWO RIVERS

% The Union Cabinet has approved MoU between India and Bangladesh for fairway
development on two stretches.

¥ They are Ashuganj-Zakiganj stretch of Kushiyara river and Sirajganj -Daikhawa stretch of
Jamuna river.

¥% It will be implemented mainly in the Indo -Bangladesh protocol route by undertaking

necessary dredging jointly by the two countri es.

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH IN FIELD OF
JUDICIAL SECTOR COOPERATION

¥ The Union Cabinet has approved MoU between India and Bangladesh in the field of
judicial sector cooperation. It aims at developing, promoting and strengthenin g mutual

cooperation between judiciaries of the two countries.

CABINET APPROVES MOU ON PASSENGER CRUISE SERVICES BETWEEN INDIA
AND BANGLADESH

¥% The Union Cabinet has approved MoU on passenger cruise services on the coastal and

protocol routes between Indi a and Bangladesh.

¥ It will facilitate starting a regular movement of passengers and tourists in water crafts

between the two countries.

HIV/AIDS BILL PASSED IN PARLIAMENT

¥% The Lok Sabha has passed théeduman Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) (Prevention and Control) Bill, 2017 , which will

strengthen the rights of the people infected with the disease.

% Rajya Sabha has already passed the Bill.

Key Facts:

Role of courts:

9 Cases relating to HIV positive persons shall be disposed off by the court on a priority
basis

9 When passing any order with regard to a maintenance application filed by an HIV
infected or affected person, the court shall take into account the medical expenses
incurred by the appl icant.
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INDIA AND BANGLADESH SIGN 22 AGREEMENTS

% Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is on a visit to India. She held bilateral talks

with Indian counterpart Narendra Modi.

¥% Twenty -two agreements were signed in the area of defence, nuclear energy, cyber security
and media, though the two leaders witnessed the signing of only four pacts 2 on the
judicial sector, a $4.5 billion development assistance line of credit, on outer space and on

passenger and cruise services.

¥ In addition, India has offered a new $500 million line of credit specifically for defence

purchases.

¥ The two leaders released the Hindi translation of the unfinished autobiography of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman DQG DOVR QDPHG D URDG DIWHU %DQJODGHVK:V IRXC
of Lutyens Delhi.

% Modi announced that both countries will jointly produce a biopic on Sheikh Muj ib, which

will be released in 2020 on his birth centenary.

ARMY JAWAN WITH AIDS IS ENTITLED TO DISABILITY BENEFITS: SC

¥ SC came to the rescue of the Army Jawan suffering from AIDS who was declined the
disability pension and other benefits by the Army an  d the Armed Forces Tribunal in
2009.

¥ SC stated that there was no dispute that the appellant while in service suffered from AIDS
and meningitis was entitled to 100 percent benefits.

FORMER INDIAN NAVY OFFICER 2 KULBHUSHAN JADHAV SENTENCED TO
DEATH BY PAK ISTAN

% Kulbhushan Jadhav, a former Indian Navy officer , was sentenced to death by a
military court of Pakistan on 10th April 2017.

¥% He was accused ofespionage and sabotage activities in Balochistan and Karachi of

Pakistan.

GOVERNMENT TO CONDUCT GST TRA INING THIS SUMMER FOR MPS AND
MLAS.

¥ The Central Government is planning to spread awareness about the new GST regime and

is all set to impart training to MPs and MLAs to teach them the finer points of the same.
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